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The Potion of Patience: HARD VERSION Comprehension

1. Describe the workshop where Pip lives and works, including

its location. 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

2. Explain why Pip felt that his daily jobs, like scrubbing

cauldrons, were very dull.

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

3. What kinds of amazing potions did Pip watch Master

Elmsworth create?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Answer the questions using COMPLETE sentences.
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4. Why was Pip so certain that the secret to making great

potions was using rare and dazzling ingredients?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

5. For what specific reason did Master Elmsworth have to

journey to the Foggy Fen?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

6. Explain the instructions and the important warning that

Master Elmsworth gave to Pip before he left.

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Answer the questions using COMPLETE sentences.
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7. Describe how Pip felt after his master left and what this

feeling led him to decide.

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

8. Explain the process Pip used to make his potion and why

this was not a good method.

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

9. How did Pip's final concoction look and smell, and how was

this different from what he expected?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Answer the questions using COMPLETE sentences.
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10. Describe in detail what happened to the grey sludge

after it started to tremble and hiss.

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

11. What was the condition of the workshop after the

explosion?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

12. Explain how Pip felt at the exact moment he saw Master

Elmsworth return.

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Answer the questions using COMPLETE sentences.
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13. Describe Master Elmsworth's reaction to the tremendous

mess in the workshop.

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

14. According to Master Elmsworth, what are the two most

important ingredients that are "not found on a shelf"?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

15. In your own words, what was the real magic that Pip

finally understood at the end of the story?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Answer the questions using COMPLETE sentences.
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ANSWER KEY

1.The workshop is described as cozy and is located inside

the trunk of a giant willow tree in the Whispering

Woods. Its shelves reach all the way to the ceiling and

are filled with dazzling and mysterious ingredients.

2. Pip felt his jobs were dull because he dreamed of

creating magnificent, shining potions, but instead had to

do boring tasks like meticulously scrubbing cauldrons,

grinding moon flowers, and organizing river stones. He

saw these as chores that were holding him back from

what he considered "real" magic.

3. Pip watched Master Elm create potions to help

flowers bloom in winter and potions that could make a

person sing with the beautiful, clear voice of a bird.
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ANSWER KEY

4. Pip was certain that rare ingredients were the secret

because he saw them on the highest shelves and believed

they held all the power. The story states, "Pip was sure

that the secret to great potions was in these rare

items. If he could just use them, he was sure he could

create the most wonderful potion the world had ever

seen."

5. Master Elm had to journey to the Foggy Fen to find

a rare, singing mushroom, which sang a little tune to let

you know when it was ready to be picked.

6. Master Elm’s instructions for Pip were to organize

the crystal bottles by size, dust them, and line them up.

His important warning was to "do not touch anything

else," specifically mentioning that "The phoenix feathers

are volatile right now."



r

The Potion of Patience: HARD VERSION

ANSWER KEY
7. After his master left, Pip felt "so impatient, like a bottle
of bubbling soda waiting to be opened." This feeling of
impatience and excitement led him to ignore his master's
instructions and decide that this was his chance to create a
spectacular potion and prove he was ready for more than
boring chores.

8. Pip's process was careless and chaotic. He excitedly pulled
ingredients from the shelves without using any measuring
cups or scales. He poured a whole jar of sunlight, three
phoenix feathers, and a handful of star dust into the
cauldron. This was not a good method because he ignored
precision and balance, simply throwing in everything that
"looked beautiful and powerful" without respecting the
process or the volatility of the ingredients.

9. Instead of the "brilliant flash of rainbow light" he
expected, his final concoction turned into a "thick, lumpy,
disgusting grey sludge." It smelled like "burnt toast and wet
socks" and did not sparkle at all.
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ANSWER KEY

10. After the sludge began to tremble and hiss loudly like

an angry cat, a huge bubble formed in the middle. The

bubble grew bigger and bigger until the potion exploded

out of the cauldron with a "deafening FWOOMP,"

sending sticky, warm grey mess flying everywhere.

11. The workshop was in "complete disarray." The sticky

grey mess had splattered across the curved wooden

walls, dripped from the enchanted lanterns on the

ceiling, and covered everything, including Pip himself.

12. At the exact moment he saw Master Elm return,

"Pip felt his face turn red with shame. He wished he

could melt into the floor like the goo."
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ANSWER KEY

13. Master Elm did not yell or shout. He stood with his

eyes wide, looked at the dripping walls, the goo-covered

floor, and the goo-covered Pip. He then let out a "long,

slow sigh" and calmly said, "It seems you have learned a

very valuable, and very messy, lesson."

14. According to Master Elm, the two most important

ingredients not found on a shelf are patience and care.

15. Pip finally understood that the real magic wasn't

found in rare, flashy ingredients. He learned that true

magic comes from the quiet patience, care, and respect

used in the creation process. He realized that mastering

the simple, fundamental steps was the true key to

making wonderful things.


